A double blind trial with oxamniquine in chronic schistosomiasis mansoni.
Ninety-one children with chronic schistosomiasis mansoni were selected for this double blind trial. 48 (Group 1) were treated with a single oral dose of oxamniquine (20mg/kg body-weight) and 43 (Group 2) received the placebo. Clinical, laboratory and radiological examinations were performed before and after treatment. Dark urine and vomiting were observed only in the oxamniquine group. Pulmonary condensations with or without air bronchogram were observed in the chest X-ray of 15% of Group 1 patients, between days 3 and 5 after treatment. In the urinalysis made on the first day after treatment, a false positive reaction was reported for urobilinogen and bilirubin in up to 50% of the patients treated with oxamniquine. In Group 1, 69.6% of the patients were cured. No patient was cured in Group 2. There was a 4.4% incidence of infection in the control group. There was a 77.9% egg excretion reduction in the 14 Group 1 patients not cured by oxamniquine. The authors conclude that oral oxamniquine in the prescribed dosage, has low toxicity and good therapeutic efficacy in children with chronic schistosomiasis mansoni.